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NANCY R. ROSSI
Mayor, City of West Haven

Mayor Rossi Update on the Coronavirus Audit

WEST HAVEN, April 4, 2022 — Mayor Nancy R. Rossi has released an update on
the CohnReznick coronavirus audit.

“I carefully reviewed the audit report over the weekend that was submitted by
CohnReznick on Friday, April 1.

I understand the outrage from the community, and quite honestly, I am equally
outraged. This is embarrassing to West Haven. Proper financial controls have been a
problem and ignored in our city for decades. I have made a real effort and some progress
on improving the city’s control structure, but, admittedly, not fast enough. I take full
responsibility as mayor, but at the same time, I make the commitment to our residents
that I will make any needed changes and will facilitate the implementation of any
additional financial controls necessary to ensure that something like this never happens

again.



Some of the issues in the audit report have already been addressed, and we will
be drafting and implementing additional controls to satisfy the other noted deficiencies
soon. I have a meeting with the MARB tomorrow where we will discuss a comprehensive
correction plan — to not only institute additional controls but submit the necessary
documentation to validate the COVID-19 expenditures that were not approved for
reimbursement. In the end, I believe the city will qualify and receive reimbursement for
most of the COVID-19-related expenditures incurred.

Finance Director Scott D. Jackson will be addressing the City Council at its next
meeting to update members on immediate steps taken and my corrective action plan
moving forward.”
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